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Hyderabad: Not only has the proposed 
Eamcet-III come as serious setback for 
meritorious toppers, but students eye-
ing management quota seats in private 
medical colleges in Telangana may also 
have to face the repercussions of  the 
decision.

Students eyeing 35 per cent manage-
ment quota MBBS seats in 13 private 
medical colleges in Telangana took the 
National Eligibility cum Entrance Test-
II (NEET-II) following a Supreme Court 
decision making the exam mandatory 
for such students. In fact, private medi-
cal entrances scheduled in May had to 
be cancelled after the apex court judg-
ment making way for a single entrance.

While many wrote the NEET-II, the 
results of  which are to come out in two 
weeks, they fear their counselling pro-
cess may get delayed or worse still, not 
happen at all. 

The unwritten convention regard-
ing MBBS admissions in the state has 
been that the process for meritorious 

aspirants precedes that for 
management quota stu-
dents. While most years 
this pattern has not proved 
to be a problem, this year, 
the scrapping of  the Eamcet-II 
-- and preparation and conduct 
of  Eamcet-III likely to take a lot 
of  time -- admissions to management 
quota seats are likely to be affected. 

In light of  the current situation, the 
Telangana private medical colleges’ as-
sociation (TPMCA) wants the usually 
followed pattern to be changed, with 
counselling for management quota 
seats held before that for convenor quo-
ta aspirants.

“We are going to write to the Tel-

angana government to allow us to fi ll 
our quota of  35 per cent management 
MBBS seats in 13 private medical col-
leges as soon as NEET 2 results are out. 
We cannot risk going past the Medical 
Council of  India’s (MCI) admission 
deadline of  August 31,” C Laxmi Nar-
simha Rao, convenor TPMCA, told TOI. 
“They (convenor quota MBBS seats) 
can be fi lled as and when the govern-
ment conducts a re-test and declares 
results,” he said.

For the record, there are 665 (35 per 
cent) management quota MBBS seats, 
285 NRI quota seats (15 per cent) and 

1,950 (50 per cent) 
convenor quota 

MBBS seats 
on offer in 

19 govern-
ment and 
p r i v a t e 
m e d i c a l 
colleges 
in Tel-
ang ana. 
The man-

a g m e n t 
quota re-

quire stu-
dents to shell 

out as much as 
Rs 9 lakh per year 

as annual fees.
However, Dr G Srinivas, president, 

Telangana junior doctors’ associa-
tion (TJUDA), wants counselling for 
both convenor and management quota 
MBBS students to be taken up at the 
same time. He said not dong this would 
make “meritorious fi rst year MBBS 
students lag behind in academics”.
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Hyderabad: Following the 
Telangana government’s de-
cision to cancel the Eamcet-
II, students who have taken 
the Andhra Pradesh Eamcet 
are now making a beeline 
to grab seats in medical col-
leges in that state.

With a re-test on the 
cards in Telangana, thou-
sands of  jittery students 
have pinned their hopes on 
the AP Eamcet and NEET. 
The AP web counselling is 
scheduled to begin from Au-
gust 6, and many students 
who have qualifi ed for the 
same, plan to block their 
seats in light of  the current 
uncertainty.

“With the Telangana gov-
ernment’s sudden decision, 
we have now decided to 
block a seat in AP as a back-
up option. My daughter will 
re-appear for the Eamcet-III, 
but we will only let go of  the 
AP seat once we are sure 
about the Telangana result,” 
said Harinath Reddy, father 
of  Sai Sushrutha Reddy, 
who secured third rank in 
Telangana Eamcet and 18th 
rank in AP Eamcet.

Many parents say they 

prefer sending their chil-
dren to AP over seeing them 
go through the stress of  
writing another test. 

“Although we wanted our 
son to be in Hyderabad with 
us, we are left with no choice 
but to consider medical col-
leges in AP. The government 
should have debarred stu-

dents who benefi ted from 
the paper leak and let other 
students go ahead with the 
counselling process,” said 
Arpita Rao, mother of  An-
kith Reddy, who secured 
fi fth rank in Telangana 
Eamcet-II.

In a reversal of  sorts, stu-
dents from AP, who apply in 

droves to Telangana medical 
colleges, are also now choos-
ing from options in their 
own state. 

“We are extremely frus-
trated with the Telangana 
government’s decision. My 
daughter will not re-appear 
for Eamcet-III and we have 
decided to go ahead with her 
AP rank. We hope to take ad-
mission in Andhra Medical 
College in Visakhapatnam,” 
said Balaji Thappeta, father 
of  Tejaswini Thappeta, who 
secured seventh rank in Tel-
angana Eamcet-II and 29th 
rank in AP Eamcet. 

Nearly 18,000 students 
from AP appeared for the 
Telangana Eamcet-II this 
year. 

Incidentally, AP has 
more medical and dental 
seats than Telangana. There 
are 26 medical colleges, of  
which 14 are private and 12 
are government-run, with a 
total of  3,950 seats. AP also 
has 15 dental colleges with 
1,350 seats. 

Telangana, on the other 
hand, has 15 private medi-
cal colleges and fi ve govern-
ment ones, with nearly 2,950 
seats. It has 1,140 seats in 12 
dental colleges.

State students make a beeline 
for medical colleges in AP

Not Sure About Fate Of T Eamcet, 
Students Plan To Play Safe 

GAMBLING WITH THEIR LIVES

IN OR OUT? In a blatant violation of norms, schoolchildren are made to precariously perch at the back of a vehicle in Kukatpally

Venkat Rao M

Syed Omar

File photo of a T Eamcet-II rank holder breaking down while 
protesting against the cancellation of the exam

Eamcet-III casts shadow 
on mgmt quota seats too

Waiting For The 
Admission Process Of 
Meritorious Students 
To Be Completed May 
Leave Management 
Quota Seat Aspirants 
In The Lurch

❝ We
are going to write to 

the Telangana government 
to allow us to fi ll our quota of 
35% management MBBS seats 

in 13 private medical colleges as 
soon as NEET-II results are out. 
We cannot risk going past the 

MCI’s admission deadline
— C Laxmi Narsimha Rao,

CONVENOR TPMCA

BREAK-UP OF SEATS 
IN STATE COLLEGES

Management 665  (35%) 
NRI 285  (15%)
Convenor  1,950  (50%)
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Hyderabad: The state’s 
information technology 
hub is under attack from 
a dreaded malware that is 
locking out computers at 
will.

‘Ransomware’, the mali-
cious software that seizes 
access to computers and 
laptops until a said amount 
is paid, has already hit sev-
eral biggies in the IT indus-
try with cyber crime police 
struggling to contain it. IT 
industry honchos, who have 
kept information regard-
ing malware attacks under 
wraps, are a worried lot. 

What's worse, is that the 
malware is attacking smart-
phones too. 

City-based E2 Labs, the 
only cyber security compa-
ny and academy operating 
here, admits to getting 10 to 
15 such cases each month, 
mostly from MNCs and IT 
giants. The compromised 
information, they say, is 
hard to get back, even as 
companies and individuals 
shell out huge sums run-
ning into Rs 2 to Rs 3 crore 
as ransom, before seeking 
expert help.

“Hyderabad is a major 
target, followed by Mum-
bai, Bangalore and Delhi,” 
says Zaki Qureshey, CEO 
and founder of  E2 Labs. Be-
sides IT companies, he says, 
“Over the past few months, 
chartered account compa-
nies, fi nancial institutions, 
software development and 
pharma companies have 
been hit.” 

The problem is usually 
triggered by the use of  mul-
tiple apps on laptops or mo-
bile phones. Many a times, 
along with apps, spy-apps 
too get installed remotely, 
leaving people at risk. 

With the syncing of  per-
sonal and offi cial emails 
with handsets becoming the 
norm, the threat increases 

manifold, more so if  a per-
son handles important data 
for his or her company. Tor-
rent downloads is another 
common way to give hack-
ers entry. 

“Ransomware targets 
mobiles, tabs, laptops. Once 
compromised, chats, video-
chats, emails, calls and all 
other data can be remotely 
accessed and controlled 
by the hacker. The hacker 
then locks the gadget re-
motely and asks for a ran-
som to grant the owner ac-
cess of  their own device,” 
Qureshey says.

Adding to companies’ 
woes is the fact that hackers 
use doubly-encrypted “Tor” 
browsers so that they can-
not be tracked. Hence, the 
exact location of  the attack-

ers remains unknown.
The fi rst such reported 

case occurred when an in-
dividual victim was asked 
to pay ransom for return of  
personal data (videos) last 
month. He approached the 
Cyberabad cyber 
crime cell follow-
ing the ransom 
demand. “It was a 
senior executive 
of  a PSU whose 
personal videos 
had been stolen 
after his laptop 
was remotely 
accessed. The 
ransom was to 
be paid in bit-
coins,” says Md 
R i y a z u d d i n , 
cyber crime 
inspector, Cy-
berabad.

Highlighting how vul-
nerable companies remain, 
experts say that all fi rms 
are in the cross-hairs of  
Ransomware, since they 
are dependent on informa-
tion and Internet. 

Devraj Wodeyar, leader 
cyber security forum, of  
society of  Cyberabad secu-
rity council (SCSC), and VP 
of  cyber security company 
Proins networks, says, “It 
(Ransomware) is one of  the 
most common problems be-
ing faced by companies who 
deal with online transac-
tions.” Elaborating, he says, 

“It blocks payments and de-
mands an amount over the 
payment to allow comple-
tion of  transactions. With 
the increase in transac-
tion costs, the demand also 
keeps increasing. There are 

a large number of  com-

panies facing these issues. 
They bring their problems 
to us, but usually prefer not 
to report the same to the 
cops.” 

Speaking about why 
companies tend to bury 
matter, IT industry expert, 
Ramesh Loganathan, says, 
“Nobody is going to make 
it (a malware attack) pub-
lic as it concerns sensi-
tive data. The reason they 
shield themselves is that 
once it becomes public, peo-
ple would be wary of  deal-
ing with the company.” 

Several Biggies Hit By 
‘Ransomware’; Control 
Of Data Handed Back
Once Money Is Paid Up

 While using multiple apps, at times spy-apps too 
get installed remotely

 Threat increases when personal, offi cial emails 
synced with handsets 

 Torrent downloads another way used by hackers

 Once malware is part of system, data is 
accessed remotely 

 Hacker locks the gadget and asks for a 
ransom to grant owner access of own device

 Doubly-encrypted “Tor” browsers used by 
hackers so they cannot be tracked

MALICIOUS INTENT
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Hyderabad: Predicting 
weather patterns has always 
been a tricky job, especially 
for the Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department. While some 
forecasts have led to doubts 
over the IMD’s prowess, it 
has now come to light that 
lack of  trained staff  and 
proper equipment might be 
the reason for certain ‘incon-
sistent’ predictions. 

Incidentally, the minister 
of  state for science and tech-
nology and earth sciences, 
Y S Chowdary, said in Par-
liament last week that the 

Centre would spend 
a whopping Rs 

241.6 crore to-

wards upgrading the weather 
monitoring system this year. 
While the statement was 
made on the fl oor of  the Ra-
jya Sabha, people of  the city 
and experts hope that the 
monetary aid would help in 
better predictions. 

While many hold out 
hope, farmers’ associations 
remain sceptical. They say 
the department’s slew of  bad 
predictions began from 2009, 
when it failed to forecast 
a drought in the then erst-
while united state. Similarly, 
in 2014 and 2015, it predicted 
‘normal’ rainfall, however 
the city and the state record-
ed a ‘defi cit’ rainfall. 

Similarly, the department 
issued a heatwave warning 
on April 16, only for the city 
to be pounded by heavy rains 
the following day, which in 
fact claimed two lives. 

While, the slew of  ‘incon-
sistent’ predictions has given 
the department doubtful cre-
dentials, experts now say this 
is a result of  archaic meth-
ods used to predict weather. 

“The inaccuracy stems 

from the department’s 
faulty data interpretation. 

The department needs to 
strike a balance between 
hiring good human capi-
tal, who can interpret 

the data properly, and hav-
ing the right information 

at hand,” Dr Kamra A K, 
emeritus scientist, Indian In-
stitute of  Tropical Meteorol-
ogy, told TOI. He added that 
sometimes the staff  is not 
well trained to read the data 
or satellite pictures given to 
staffers is “too grainy and 
unclear to make a clear pre-
diction”.

The department also fac-
es several limitations. “Usu-
ally, it (local met department) 
depends on data given to it 
by the head offi ce in Delhi. 
In order to forecast better it 
needs to adopt a localised ap-
proach,” Kamra said. 

Stating the department 
uses at least four to fi ve dif-
ferent methods to predict 
weather, he added, “One pre-
diction is given before the 
onset of  the monsoon, which 
is then revised between June 
and July.”

❝
Nobody is 
going to make 

it (a malware attack) 
public as it concerns 
sensitive data. The 
reason they shield 
themselves is that 
once it becomes 
public, people would 
be wary of dealing 
with the company

Ramesh Loganathan,
IT INDUSTRY EXPERT

Better safe 
than sorry
Experts suggest the use of 

IRM (information rights 
management) application on 
devices so that data 
stays encrypted even if it’s 
stolen. IRM technologies 
protect confi dential data from 
unauthorised access. Typically, 
it contains a hot folder which 
is tagged by rules (who, when, 
where to access the fi les). Any 
fi le which is pushed to the 
folder inherits the rules. 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Hyderabad: Charting a 
bright future for Telangana‘s 
realty sector, industry ex-
perts predict that the total 
area used for commercial real 
estate activities in Hyderabad 
will jump to 100 million acres, 
from the existing 60 million 
acres, in the next fi ve years. 

Speaking in the city on 
Monday, during the curtain-
raiser for the 13th National 
real estate development coun-
cil (NAREDCO) convention-
cum-exhibition, R Chalapathi 
Rao, vice-president (South), 
NAREDCO, added the total 
area presently under con-
struction stands at 16.5 mil-
lion acres. The convention is 
to be held in New Delhi on 
August 19 and 20.

Even residential sector 
will see an upward turn, 
Rao told TOI. “NAREDCO 
has planned to build nearly 
fi ve lakh affordable homes 
in Hyderabad by 2020, under 
the ‘Housing for All by 2022’ 
scheme launched by the Cen-
tre,” he said. Speaking at the 
event, P Dasharath Reddy, 
convener, NAREDCO, Telan-
gana, said, “Since the realty 
sector is debt-ridden, fi nan-
cial support and investment 
is badly needed.” Meanwhile, 
Reddy’s AP counterpart, G 
Hari Babu, highlighted a 
critical roadblock that state 
was facing -- the lack of  social 
leisure infrastructure. 

The two-day convention, 
titled ‘India is future ready: 
Housing & Infrastructure- 
Key Catalysts’, will see real 
estate developers from across 
the country as well other na-
tions come together. Several 
chief  ministers are also to at-
tend the event.

Met dept weathers a storm
Experts Say 
Lack Of Trained 
Staff, Proper 
Equipment May 
Be Reason For 
‘Inconsistent’ 
Predictions

Bright future for
 state’s realty 

sector: Experts 

Farmers demand 
accuracy 
While more funds seem 

to be coming the way of 
the Met department, farmers, 
who have been vocal about 
inaccurate predictions, say it 
is high time the department 

pulls up its socks. “By the 
time they update their 
weather prediction models, 
it becomes obsolete. The 
government should ensure 
that the predictions given 

by the IMD are accurate,” 
said P Chengal Reddy, 
secretary general, 
consortium of Indian farmers’ 
associations. Reacting to the 
union minister’s statement 
in the RS, Reddy said, 
“They might have made an 
allocation of Rs 240 crore, 
what are they spending it 
on and what results has it 
shown?” 
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